Introduced by Council Member Newby & Co-sponsored by Council
Member Dennis:
RESOLUTION 2015-708
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE 5TH ANNUAL GULLAH FEST IN JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA  AND DESIGNATING  OCTOBER 10, 2015 AS GULLAH GEECHEE HERITAGE DAY TO CELEBRATE THE GULLAH GEECHEE CULTURE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the fabric of American culture has always been enriched when the numerous contributions from distant lands and divergent people are interwoven into the mosaic that is America; and

WHEREAS,
the Gullah Geechee culture and heritage are remnants of the near 400 year history that emanates from the transporting of enslaved West Africans to the Americas, particularly those that settled in lowland and coastal regions of the Carolinas, Georgia, the Sea Islands, and the Jacksonville area of North Florida; and

WHEREAS,
in 2006, the Congress of the United States designated the Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor that extends from Wilmington, North Carolina in the north to Jacksonville, Florida in the south; it is the home of one of America’s most unique cultures, a tradition first shaped by captive Africans brought to the southern United States and continued in later generations by their descendants; the Corridor was created to recognize the important contributions to American culture and history by the Gullah Geechee settlements and to assist state and local governments, public and private entities in interpreting the story of the Gullah Geechee and preserving Gullah Geechee folklore, arts, crafts and music; and
WHEREAS,
Gullah Geechee story-telling, rice-based cuisine, including gumbo and okra, music, folk beliefs, farming and fishing traditions exhibit strong influences from West and Central Africa; and

WHEREAS,
the Jacksonville Gullah Geechee Nation CDC presents the 5th Annual Gullah Fest on Saturday, October 10, 2015 at the Ritz Theater and Museum in Jacksonville, Florida, to celebrate the Gullah-Geechee culture in Jacksonville; the festival will provide educational opportunities to learn about Gullah Geechee culture in Jacksonville, a Gullah Geechee food competition, storytelling, entertainment, vendors and amenities and the City of Jacksonville wishes to express its recognition of the contributions of the Gullah Geechee history and culture that has enriched our City’s and the country’s history; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby declare October 10, 2015 to be Gullah Geechee Heritage Day in the City of Jacksonville and encourages Jacksonville’s citizens to join in celebration at the 5th Annual Gullah Fest. 




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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